The Roots of the Family Peplinski 

by Tomasz Rembalski 
translated by Renata Stachowicz 


The Peplinski surname is one of the most prevalent in Pomerania. There are some interesting 
members from this family, biographies of whom have appeared in many publications. This 
article speaks about the oldest history of the branch of the family that comes from the village 
of Peplin in the Parish of Lesno in the Brusy area. 


The Surname and its Investigators 

In his Slownik nazwisk wspolczesnie w Polsce uzywanych (Directory of Surnames in Current Use in 
Poland), Kazimierz Rymut says there were 3151 with the surname of Peplinski in Poland in 1990. 
Out of that number, about 2500 lived in Pomerania. According to Professor Edward Breza in his 
Nazwiska Pomorzcin (Surnames of Pomerania) there are different forms of the name occuring in 
Poland that are similar such as “Peplinski” , “Pelplinski” and “ Pelpinski ” . “Peplinskee” and 
“Peplansky” appear in North America. Professor Breza suggests that the name probably comes 
from the village that became the city of Pelplin in 1931. It formerly was the home of the Cistercian 
Order. Even now the root of the name is not fully explained. Professor Breza wrote that it might 
come from plo, pleso a word that suggests a lake, a pond, a bog or from popiol meaning ashes, or 
the interpretation of some people of the word papla the poplar tree, or even peplac, to do a job 
poorly. 


From the middle of the XIXth Century on there was a large emigration from Pomerania for 
economic reasons. Therefore, now many Peplinskis live out side of the borders of Poland. 
According to an internet telephone directory search, the name appears 631 times in the United 
States, 72 times in Canada, 156 times in Germany, as well as in Great Britain, Brazil and Holland. 


The wide spread branching of the surname has resulted in people doing genealogical research in 
three different countries including Blanche Krbechek (president of KANA) of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, U.S.A., Stanislaw von Zmuda-Trzebiatowski of Brunswik, Germany, and in Poland the 
brothers Tomasz and Grzegorz Peplinscy of Chojnice, as well as the author of this article. The more 
recent outcomes (but still not the final ones) of the above mentioned genealogical findings are 
published on the web site of Tomasz Peplinski http://www.peplinski.republika.pl 



The Family Nest 


Peplin was a family nest, or cradle, of the Peplinski family. At one time it was only a cluster of 
houses between the lakes of Sominy and Kruzyn in today's district of Brusy. Lesno used to be and 
still is the parish for Peplin. For many years (between 1584 and 1859) the church was a branch of 
the parish of Brusy. Therefore, often times, members of the Peplinski family received the 
sacraments of baptism and marriage in the parish of Brusy. In the XVIIth and XVIIIth Centuries 
Peplin fell under the administrative district of Tuchola, and at that time it was referred to as the 
rightful lease holding of the Polish king. 


E. Breza states that the name “Peplin ” appears late, towards the end of the XVIIIth Century. It is 
very rare in the Kaszubian region that a family name became the name of a place. Usually it was the 
other way around. Let's look at the historical references to the surname. 


In 1665 it was described as “Pustkowie Peplinskie” which was certainly a reference to the then 
current owner, Mikolaj Peplinski. In the year before “r ybaku Peplnnskim przy Suminach od granicy 
Bytowskiej” (a fisherman by the name of Peplinski living by Sominy near the border of Bytow 
Land) was mentioned. [We will return to the name “Suminy” later in this article.] In the Brusy 
parish register for the year1694 the Peplinski residence was referred to as “ Budy ” , in 1696 as 
“Budy Pustkowie” , in 1698 and “ Peplinski alias Budy Pustkowie” , in 1700 as “ Budy alias 
Peplinski.” The word “ Peplinski” in the following years was used in relation to the family members 
and as a name of their pustkowie. In the civil records of Brusy that name first appeared in 1709, and 
in the books of Lesno in 1741. “Peplinskie Pustkowo” and “Peplinskie Pustkowie” are used 
interchangeably, in Brusy starting in 1763 and in Lesno starting in 1755. Sometimes it was only 
“Pelplinski” which appears on the tax records of 1682, or “ Peplinski ” which appears in the records 
of the visits of the bishop in the years of 1686, 1750 and 1766. In the register of marriages of the 
parish of Borzyszkowy “Peplin ” was already mentioned in 1725. In the West Prussian Land 
Registry (1772-1773) the name was written “Peplien” . On the German map of D.F. Sotzmann 
dated 1789, and published by Klaus-Dieter Kreplin ( “Nasze Pomorze,” nr. 4, 2002) the name 
“Peplinchen” appears and for certain it is not a reference to the Cistercian Monastery written there 
as “Peplinstwo” . The first writing of today's name “Peplin” appears on the 3rd of September, 1803, 
but later one can find the spelling “Peplinskie” . On a German map from about 1820 it appears as 
“Poplinken” . “Peplin ” comes into common use only in the third decade of the XIXth Century. 


We owe some explanation of the previously mentioned name ‘pustkowie 1 . Krzysztof Milkulski, in 
his work about village settlement in Pomerania, uses this name to describe small farmsteads 
established between the XVIth and XVIIth Centuries, mainly near forests, characterized by very 
small size (one land owner, rarely bigger) and lacking a village council. The same author, however, 
included Peplin as a fisherman's settlement in a forest opening, but not a farming settlement. There 



was information from 1664 to lead him to that conclusion. We can assume, as we will discover in 
the next part of this article, that Peplin was a farming settlement in which lake and river fishing 
played a significant role. 


Privilege from the Queen 

The history of Peplin and Peplinski was discussed already in the XIXth Century. In 1886, one of the 
authors of Slownik geograficzny Krolestwa Polskiego (Geographical Dictionary of Poland) mentions 
in the entry for Peplin a note by Father Stanislaw Kutoj which reads, “In 1693 appearing before 
Erazm Janowski, leasor of Tuchola, is Wojciech Peplinski who complains that people from Lendy 
and Skoszewo let their cattle pasture on his land in spite of the fact that the Crown forbid them to do 
so, and he also complains that they were plowing over the border of his land. He also reminds him 
that the Crown allows him to fish by Miectok and on the river and, in addition, that the meadow by 
the forest is his.” 


The most important and oldest document regarding the Peplinski family was published in the 
newspaper “Zabory” in 1936 in an article by Jan Karnowski titled “The Privilege from Queen 
Maria Ludwiga in 1665for the Pustkowie of Peplin”. The grantee of the privilege that was decreed 
in Warsaw on the 23rd of May, 1665, by the wife of the Polish King John Casimir, was Mikolaj 
Peplinski. It reads in part, “In order that our lease holdings which are under our protection, but were 
destroyed greatly by uneasy times, can come to order and bring prosperity, and the empty land can 
safely and steadily be settled, therefore the privilege for the place called pustkowie Peplinski, which 
lies in the Crown estate of Tuchola in the forest and sandy grounds now lying in ruin, we grant by 
ourselves to Mikolaj Peplinski and his heirs...” From the quote, it appears that Mikolaj was not the 
first owner of “Pustkowie Peplinski” , but the document does not state who his predecessor was. It 
is not know whether the predecessor had been granted a similar privilege for the above pustkowie. It 
appears, however, that the ground was very poor and the estate had been damaged during the 
Swedish invasion (1655-1660). The basic duty of Mikolaj was to restore the damaged pustkowie 
whose borders were, ‘starting from the sun from Gory and Jasiniec to Gape Ostrow, from there to 
Jablonki on Nurcie Odnoga, by Odnoga through the forest on the outskirts on the right side to Gory 
along the path to Parowo to the route going to Pradzonka and from there to Bloto Wilczako, from 
Mieczloko on the lake to Lachy and Dzierzyny, then through Bagienka and Dombrowka to Buczyny, 
and from Buczyny to Gory and Jasieniec.” The later part of this document informs that within the 
above borders were included ‘meadows, plowing fields, profitable lands, improved lands, and 
everything within the borders that had been used, up until now, by the previous owners.' It is 
acknowledged that the pustkowie given to Mikolaj Peplinski still has much unused land, which can 
be plowed and used. The Queen also provides that “for the owner's enjoyment and well being, 
fishing rights for their own use on the river and lakes using a small net, as well as fishing rights on 
the river below the bridge. They can make beer and liquor for their own consumption. They can use 
wood for burning and building. They can keep beehives. They can have as many sheep as they can 
feed and provide with pasturage.” The possessor and his heirs can maintain the land with the rights 



of an owner “to give, to rent, and to sell with the knowledge of the Crown and the agreement of the 
nobleman holding the estate of Tuchola. In exchange for the privilege, Peplinski was obligated to 
pay yearly taxes “in accordance with the last review in 1662” which was 29 zlotys (Horens) “honest 
money”. This compares to the middle range of rent paid by a free farmer farming 2 Ian (about 34 
hectares ) in a village of the Crown or of a parish. For the same amount of money it was possible to 
purchase approximately 150 chickens. To make the privilege granted Mikolaj Peplinski official, it 
was stamped and had the seal affixed. A copy was deposited in the city registry and another copy 
with the castle registry in Tuchola. Unfortunately neither exists at this time. 


The reference about the rent is in conflict with another known reference (the review of the King 
from the year 1664, in an article authored by Jozef Paczkowski in “Fontes TNT” in 1938) which 
states, “fisherman Peplinski from Sominy bordering on Bytow Land, the one who takes fish and 
gives rent of 21 Horens...” It is not known if the Queen raised the rent to be paid by Peplinski to 29 
Horens in 1665 (which is not likely) or whether one of the publications (J. Karnowski or J. 
Paczkowski) contains an error made during preparation of the documents. It is worth highlighting 
that the mention from 1664 was not in reference to a citizen of the village of Przynaria by Wiele as it 
had been stated in the already quoted “Nazwiska Pomorzan” since the reference clearly talks about 
Sominy on the border of Bytow Land. 


In the “Tax Roles of Prussia from the Year 1682” which appeared in “ Fontes TNT” in 1901 
authored by Stanislaw Ketrzynski we read, “Peplinski from his occupied lands, 3 morgs , pays 4 
grosz Most likely that last reference was to Mikolaj Peplinski. However knowing only what we do 
today, it is difficult to interpret the above information, especially as it relates to the area of his land 
(maybe instead of morg it should read lan ) and his amount of tax. 


The citizens of Peplin each had separate obligations to the Church. The obligation was called 
meszne which in 1686 was still not precisely defined, but in 1750 it was already written that from 
the “Peplinski” pustkowie they were obligated to donate fish. No precise number they were 
obligated to give to the pastor of the Lesno was recorded. However, this does confirm that for the 
people of Peplin, fishing was a great part of their livelihood. In addition, it explains why the 
Peplinskis were often called fishermen. In 1776, however, the Peplinskis were obligated to donate to 
the same pastor a korzec (about 40 kilos) of rye. 


Early Genealogical Studies 

The pioneers studying the Peplinski genealogy were members of the Jutrzenka-Trzebiatowski family 
from High Zabory, and in particular, Jozef Aleksander (1904-1989), who continued handwritten 
family chronicles (Rodowdd rodziny Jutrzenka-Trzebiatowskich z Wysokiej Zaborskiej powiat 



Chojnice, Pelplin 1954 ) that were started by the brother of his father, Franciszek (1874-1960). Jozef 
Aleksander wrote the story of his mother, Theodozja nee Peplinska (1873-1944) whose father, Jozef 
Peplinski (1838-1924) moved from the family home in Peplin to the neighboring village of 
Skoszewo, where he purchased a 600 morg farmstead. Family history from the XIXth Century 
onwards is very interesting and rich, but genealogical inferences about the numerous Peplinskis 
living in the XVIIth and XVIIIth Centuries present many questions. 


In the chronicles Wojciech Peplinski, also Peplinczak, was identified as the progenitor. It is 
suggested that he was possibly married in 1694 to an unidentified woman with whom he had a son 
Jakub and a daughter Anna. This Jakub married Katarzyna in 1734 and supposedly had eight 
children: Jan (1735), Kazimierz (1740), Katarzyna (1742), Wojciech (1746), Anna (1748), Elzbieta 
(1751), Jakub Gabriel (1755) and Czeslaw (1764). Genealogical connections which appear to have 
numerous errors are presented for the time up until the XIXth Century. Most likely the cause for the 
errors was a lack of knowledge of very early information on the part of the authors of the chronicles, 
as well as the large number of Peplinski family members in the parishes of Brusy and Lesno. In 
addition, the family used a narrow selection of first names for baptisms. The proliferation of Jan 
(John), Jozef (Joseph) and Wojciech (Adalbert) was not unusual, but it presents a large obstacle to 
genealogists. 


Christening Records from the Parishes of Brusy and Lesno 

An accurate analysis of the information contained in the parish registers of Brusy and Lesno located 
in the Diocese Archives in Pelplin brought different results than those described in the chronicles of 
the Jutrzenka-Trzebiatowski family. 


The earliest christening register from Brusy recorded a farmer from Zabno, Jan Peplinczyk, who 
was married to a woman named Ewa and who had three children. Another farmer, Piotr Peplinczak 
of Czarnowo and his wife Lucia had ten children between 1669 and 1685. The surname Peplinczak 
is also recorded between 1682 and 1695 mentioning a farmer Grzegorz from Czernica and Zalesie, 
and in 1699 Jakub from Czyczkowy. 


Living at the same time was Mikolaj Peplinski of Pustkowie Peplinski who most likely brought his 
children to the church in Lesno for christening. Since no books from that period survived, we have 
no information about this man except his being granted a privilege in 1665. Surprisingly, in the 
Brusy registers for the years 1694-1700 Jan Peplinski (Joannes Peplinski) is recorded as the owner 
of Peplin. The surname ending in -ski indicates he had achieved a higher social position than when 
he had been mentioned previously as Peplinczak. From this change, hypothetically Jan could be the 
son (perhaps the oldest son) of Mikolaj Peplinski of Peplin. 



At that time with his wife Anna, Jan fathered four children: Jakub (1694), Jacek (1696), Mateusz 
(1698) and Franciszek (1700). A child of Jan and Anna, most likely the oldest and christened in 
Lesno before 1693 was Piotr (Peter), mentioned in 1707 as maloletni syn Anny Peplinskiej z 
Peplinskiego Pustkowia (minor son of Anna Peplinski of Peplin Pustkowie.) In that year Piotr, 
together with his mother, were Godparents for Agnieszka, daughter of Wojciech Peplinski and his 
wife Anne, nee Jantkowa, of Brusy sluzacej domu parafialnego (a maid of the parish house). Two 
years later they were again Godparents, this time for Regina, the daughter of Kazimierz and Ewa 
Peplinski from Peplin. 


In 1725, Piotr Peplinski married Malgorzata Wantoch of Zapcen in Borzyszkowy parish with whom 
he had two sons Franciszek (1726) and Jozef (1730). Piotr died in Zapcen in 1740 and there is no 
further information about his descendants. There are many indications that the previously mentioned 
Kazimierz from Peplin and Wojciech from Brusy are brothers of Jan (the son of Mikolaj) from 
Peplin. In the Brusy registers, Kazimierz and Ewa are mentioned twice between the years 1709 and 
1723. It is safe to assume that besides their daughter Regina, baptized in 1709 and son Anton, 
baptized in 1723, they had more children who had been baptized in Lesno. 


There are references to Wojciech Peplinski and his wife Anna nee Jantkowa between 1702 and 
1709. It could be that this Wojciech Peplinski is the same Wojciech Peplinski who in 1693 (possibly 
sent to Tuchola by his father or brother Jan?) complained about neighboring citizens of Lendy and 
Skoszewo encroaching on Peplinski land. Wojciech and Anna had the following children: Ignatz 
(1702), Wawrzync (1703), Bartlomiej (1704), Agnieszka (1707) and Michal (1790). It is known that 
Bartlomiej and Michal settled in Czarnowo and had not less than two children each, but we know 
nothing more about subsequent generations of this branch. 


In the Brusy registers for the years 1724 to 1733 there is also mention of Wojciech Peplinski, farmer 
from Male Chelmy who became the founder of one line of Peplinskis in the United States described 
by Blanche Krbechek and Stanislaw v. Zmuda-Trzebiatowski. He had five children with two wives. 
Among them, Jozef (1730-1783) was farming 1 wlok (16.8 h or 1/2 lan) and 15 morgs (almost 1 h.) 
in Skoszewo. At one time it was supposed that the Wojciech from Male Chelmy was the same as the 
Wojciech from Brusy. However, according to more recently found data that seems impossible. We 
must remember that there are no christening registers from Lesno from before 1736 in which most 
likely there were numerous entries for Peplinski. We cannot exclude the theory that Wojciech from 
Male Chelmy is a son of Jan or Kazimierz from Peplin. 



We theorize that the aunt of Jan, Kazimierz and Wojciech and a sister to Mikolaj could be Marianna 
married to Andrzej Windorpski, landowner of Windorp. The frequent mention of the two names, 
Peplinski and Windorpski, together in the baptism register points to this theory. The first entry was 
written as Marianna Winkidorpska de Pustkowo Winkidorp in the baptism register of 1677. She was, 
as Marianna Winkidorpska de Winkidorff , also the Godmother of Jacek Peplinski in 1696. In 1698, 
together with Andrea Winkidorpp (Andrzej Windorpski) as Godfather, she was Godmother of 
Mateusz Peplinski. Konstansja of Windorp was baptized in Brusy in 1681 and was the child of 
Andrea Peplinski and Marianna Winkidorpska . Because at this time there were no Peplinskis 
mentioned, therefore we suggest that somehow the parents' surnames were reversed and the rightful 
entry should have been “Andrzej Windorpski and Marianna Peplinska.” 


Now we return to the descendants of Jan and Anna Peplinski of Peplin. When their eldest son 
became a farmowner in Zapcen as a result of his marriage in 1725, the estate in Peplin passed to the 
second son Jakub, bom in 1694. His younger brother, Jacek, moved to Brusy where he married 
Teresa Cisweska with whom he had six children including two sons: Jan (1737-1802) and Lukasz 
(1741). The last one most likely had numerous descendants. 


Around 1732, at age 38, Jakub married Katarzyna from the upper class family of Mezyk- 
Klaczynski-Sikorski of Klaczno. From this marriage ten children were born: Maciej (1733-1808), 
Szymon (ca 1734/38-1804), Marianna (1739), Ewa (1739), Katarzyna (1741), Apolonia (1744), 
Wojciech (1746), Anna (1748), Elzbieta (1751), and Jakub Gabriel (1755). After the death of his 
first wife, Jakub in 1762 (at age 68) married another time to Konstancja Kroplewska with whom he 
had six children: Justyna (1763-1831), Cecylia (1764), Agnieszka (1767-1814), Piotr (1768), Anton 
(1770) and Regina (1773). When his youngest daughter was christened, Jakub was over 79 years 
old! 


It is know that among all of the sons of Jakub only the two oldest ones had families. Before 1764, 
the younger of the two, Szymon, moved to Brusy and after 1769 took over the inn in Kosobudy and 
the adjacent 1 wlok and 10 morgs of land. He had numerous descendants. About 1751-52, the older 
one, Maciej, married Konstancja with whom he had five daughters: Ewa (1752), Helena (1755), 
Barbara (1757), Konstancja (1760) and Elzbieta (1762), and one son, Szymon (1765). Probably all 
the children died in early childhood. At that time in Peplin, the owner was still Jakub. In the church 
registers Maciej was described as ‘farmer". After the death of Konstancja about 1766, Maciej 
married again to Marianna Lamkowska (1751-1781), who was a daughter of the mill owner in 
Lamk. At the same time he supposedly took over the land of his father since then he was referred to 
by the same title, formatus , which had been used for his father, although earlier Maciej had been 
referred to simply as honestus . Also during this time, in the records of proceedings in 1770 in 
Bytow, there was an entry regarding the privilege granted by Queen Maria Ludwiga in 1665. There 
also must have been entries made indicating the inheritance of the land. In the land registry of 1772- 



1773, Maciej Peplinski, Mathes Peplinscky was recorded as owner of Peplin. From this same source 
we also know that the Peplinski family owned 2 lan and 20 morgs of land in Peplin and 2 horses, 4 
oxen, 2 cows, 20 lambs and 2 pigs. Maciej was being helped with his farm work by his cousin Jan 
Peplinski (1737-1802), who was a son of Jacek from Brusy. Jan, as a farm worker, owned only 2 
oxen, 5 lambs and 1 pig. 


From the marriage of Maciej and Marianna nee Lamkowska, six children were born: Wojciech 
Jakub (1767-1853), Jan Krzysztof Pawel (1770-1813), Agnieszka (1773), Kazimierz (1776-1822), 
Marianna (1778) and Elzbieta (1780). After the death of his second wife, Maciej married again, in 
1781 in Ugoszcz, Anna nee Pluta-Pradzynska (1759-1829), the daughter of a village administrator 
from Pradzonka. They had 5 children: Malgorzata Marianna (1783), Jozefina Helena (1785), 
illegible Grzegorza (1787), Adam Jozef (1789-1792 and Tekla Barbara (1793-1804). 


The Nobleman Theory 

It is know that three sons of Maciej and Marianna founded families. The oldest, Wojciech Jakub 
(1767-1853) moved to Skoszewo around 1806, where he took over a farm. Soon, however, he went 
bankrupt, since from 1824 on he is mentioned in various sources as a komornik (renter or poor 
farmer). The third son, Kazimierz (1776-1822) took over a farm in Upilca in Gochy Land. The 
farmstead in Peplin was taken over by the second son, Jan Krzysztof Pawel (1770-1813). 


Jan Krzysztof Pawel, most likely drawing on the status of his second wife, Magdalena nee Szada- 
Borzyszkowska (1781-1836) and without a doubt with the approval of the pastor of Lesno, began in 
1802 to sign as a nobleman ( nobilium Joannis Peplinski). In 1803 he was already recorded as 
Nobilium Joannis cle Szacla Peplinski , while the additional surname was for sure borrowed from the 
family of his wife. The noble titles were added to previous records in the baptismal register from 
1799 and 1800. This form last appeared in 1813 and they never returned to using it again. Only 
occasionally, in some of the registers of Kaszubian parishes, one can find by the Peplinski name 
(most often those who owned land) the preposition von or cle . With certainty we need to underscore 
the fact that the Peplinski family was never part of the noble class. A mistake was therefore made by 
Emilian Zernicki-Szeliga, the author of Der Polnische Adel (Hamburg 1900), who mentioned the 
name “Peplinski in Czersk Land”, but failed to describe any coat-of-arms used by the family, 
because it was non-existent. 


Founder of the Family 

Since the Peplinski family was not of the noble class, therefore the question arises as to what social 
status the family did belong. To answer that, we need to reach back to the oldest historical resources. 



In an earlier article by this author, The History of Nobleman Surnames , published in the magazine 
Pomerania (nr. 1,2005), I mentioned the existence of fragments of the oldest baptismal records of 
the Brusy parish covering the years 1643 to 1649, which circulates in ‘genealogical circles' in the 
form of a Xerox copy. It is not know today where the original is being kept, but the authenticity of 
this record is undeniable. In the register there are two records mentioning the Peplinski family, let us 
add—which are the oldest known ones up to this day! 


The first entry, from 15 December, 1648, informs that so called Albertus Peplinsky (Wojciech 
Peplinski) was the Godfather of Andrzej Wrublika from Skoszewo. The second entry is most 
valuable, since we are reading about the baptism on 19 

May, 1649, of Sophia de Pustkowo dictum Suminy, parentes Albertus Peplinsky et Regina (Zofia of 
the Pustkowo called Suminy, parents Albertus Peplinsky and Regina). Coincidentally, in the parish 
records from Brusy (today held in Pelplin), under the date of 16 July, 1679, there exists a marriage 
record of this mentioned Zofia Peplinska to Grzegorz Drzewicki of Drzewicz ( Gregorium 
Jewiarczyk de Drzewicz et Sophia Peplinczanka de Pustkowo Suminy). As it is easy to notice, there 
is no confirmation of noble roots in the family. However, for genealogists and historians, there is 
very valuable information existing in this book. The name of the place where the Peplinski family 
resided was twice called Suminy . The author mentioned earlier that in 1664 the fisherman Peplinski 
was mentioned przy Suminach od granicy bytowskiej (by Suminy on the border of Bytow Land). It 
is also known that the village belonging to the Peplinski family was on Lake Sominy on the opposite 
side of the lake from the village of Sominy, a village belonging to By tow Land. The conclusion 
could be made that the primary name of Peplin was “Suminy”. An so, Wojciech Peplinski, 
mentioned in 1648-1649 as living at that same place, and also because of the appropriate age 
difference, could be the father of Mikolaj. 


Was Wojciech Peplinski the first representative of so numerous a family that lived in their beginning 
by Lake Sominy? And were the Peplinczak family members mentioned by the end of the XVII 
Century the poorer sons and younger brothers of Mikolaj? That we might never learn. The author 
will only mention that with passing years, the name Peplinczak vanished, since those who originally 
bore the name started to sign their name ‘Peplinski'. Using suggestions of Professor E. Breza, we 
could adopt a hypothesis that the Peplinski family comes from Pelplin, or some other possession of 
the Cistercian Order of Pelplin. So it could be theorized that in the first half of the XVIIth Century a 
subject of the Pelplin monastery, who cut down trees in the forest by Lake Sominy and who was 
called by the local Kaszubes ‘Peplinski' (a peasant of Pelplin, from Pelplin monastery lands) came 
to Lesno. The Peplinskis that were living in Peplin (earlier Suminy or Peplin Pustkowie) were no 
‘ordinary' peasants, however. They belonged to the so-called pustkowiami , free peasants living on 
the part of the king's land that did not belong to the villages, and were called Pustkowian . Gdansk's 



historian Klemens Bruski ranks those pustkowiami, next to administrators and vassals, as the elite of 
local peasants. 


Almost every Peplinski living today who is interested in his or her ancestry, makes it a point of 
honor to try to trace the family genealogy back to Mikolaj who in 1665 was granted a king's 
privilege. According to the above determined facts, however, we can assume that the oldest ancestor 
of the Peplinski family, mentioned in records from the years 1648-1649, was Wojciech from 
‘Suminy', now Peplin, in the parish of Lesno. Today the twelfth generation of this Peplinski family 
is growing —descendants of that Wojciech. 



